A Level Physics Reading List

Balow iz a selection of books that should appeal to a physicist — someone with an enquiring mind who wants

to understand the universe around us. Mone of the selections are textbooks full of equation work (there will be

plenty of time far that!] instead each provides insight to either an application of physics or 2 new area of study
that you will be meeting at A Level for the first time.

1. Swrely You're loking Mr Feynmian: Adventures of a Curious Character

RWCHARD P FEYNMAN

15BN - 009517331X - Richard Feynman was a Mobel Prize winning Physicist. In my
opinicn he epitomizes what a Physicizt iz. By reading this books vouwill getinzight
into his life’'s work including the creation of the first stomic bomb and his bonzo
playing adventures and his wiork in the field of particle physics.

[Also availzble on Audic book).

hittps:/ fevww. waterstones.comy books/search/'t ELre ure+joki man+tadventures+of

+a+ourioustcharacter

2.  Muoondust: In 52arch of the Men Who Fell to Earth

ISBEM — 1408802384 - One of the greatest scientific achievements of all time was
putting mankind on the surface of the moon. Only 12 men made the trip to the
surface, at the time of writing the book only 3 are still with us. The book does
an excellent job of wsing the personzal accounts of the 9 remaining astronauts
and many others involved in the space program at locking at the whole space-
race era, with hopefully a new era of space flight about to begin a5 we push on
to put mankind on Mars in the next couple of decades.

https:/fwww waterstones.comy books/search/term/moondust-Hinfssarchtofsthetmentwhotfeltto+e

arth

3. Ouantum Theory Cannot Hurt You: Understanding the Mind-Blowing Building Blocks of the Universe

QUANTUM THEDRY

YOU [

W
MARCUS CHOWN

I5BM - 057121502X - Anvy Phvysics book by Marcus Chown is an excellent inzight
into zome of the more exotic areas of Physics that require no prior knowledge.
In your first year of &-Lewvel study you will meet the guantum world for the first
time. Thiz book will fill yvou with interesting facts and handy analogies to whip
out to impress your peers!

https: /e waterstones comy book/quantum-theory-cannot-hurt-you/ marcus-

chown /3780571315024




4. A Short History of Mearly Everything

Bl | | I5BM — 0552957043 - & modern classic. Popular science writing at its best. A
B |"‘>f5 on Short History of Mearly Everything Bill Bryson's guest to find out everything that
A Short History af has happened from the Big Bang to the rise of civilization - how we got from

Mearly Everything

there, being nothing at all, to here, being us. Hopefully by reading it youw will gain
an awe-inspiring feeling of how everything in the universs iz connected by some
fundamental laws.

https:/ e waterstones.com search/termy/z+short+hist nes hin

5. Thing Explainer: Complicated 5tuff in Simple Words

ISBM — 1403202334 - This final recommendation is a bit of a wild-card — a book
of illustrated cartoon disgrams that should appeal to the scientific side of
THING ) . B
EXPLAINER everyone. Written by the crestor of online comic XTCD (3 great source of
srience humour] is 2 bock of blusprints from everyday objects such as a biro to
the Saturn V' rockst and an stom bomb, each one meticulously =xplzined BUT
only with the most common 1000 words in the English Languzsgs. This would
be an excellent coffee table book in the home of every scientist.

RANDALL HUNEDE

https:/fwwwe waterstones.comy book/thing-sxplainer/randall-munroe/97814735209319



