
KS5 Reading List and Resources

Art

Pop Art - Martina Angelotti

The 20th Century Art Book – Phaidon Press

50 British Artists you should know – Lucinda Hawksley

Taschen Series: Pop Art, Surrealism, Expressionism, Impressionism, 20th

Century Art

Life with Picasso – Francoise Gilot

Strangeland – Tracey Emin

Business & Economics

Business Stripped Bare: Adventures of a Global Entrepreneur – Richard 
Branson 

28 Business Thinkers who changed the World – Rhymer Rigby

Unfair Trade – Conor Woodman

How the Economy Works – Roger Farmer

The Undercover Economist – Tim Harford

The Storm: The World Economic Crisis and what it means – Vince Cable

The Economist magazine

Computer Science

Algorithms to Live By: The Computer Science of Human Decisions – 
Brian Christian and Tom Griffiths

The Soul of a New Machine – Tracy Kidder

Code: The Hidden Language of Computer Hardware and Software – 
Charles Petzold

Superintelligence: Paths, Dangers and Strategies – Nick Bostrom 



Design Technology: Product Design and Textiles

Advanced Design and Technology - Sydd Urry, Eddie Norman, Joyce 
Cubitt and Mike Whittaker

Rapid Contextual Design –Karen Holzblatt

20th Century Fashion – Linda Watson 

Vivienne Westwood autobiography – Vivienne Westwood

Product Design in the Sustainable Era – Julius Wiedemann and Dalcacio
Reiss

Drama

An Actor Prepares – Constantin Stanislavski

Building a Character – Constantin Stanislavski

Creating a Role - Constantin Stanislavski

Stanislavski: A Introduction – Jean Benedetti

Steve Berkoff and the theatre of Self-Performance – Robert Cross

Modern Theories of Performance – Jane Milling and Graham Ley

Greek Theatre Performance: An Introduction – David Wiles

A Guide to Greek Theatre and Drama – Kenneth McLeish

A Companion to Shakespeare and Performance – Barbara Hodgdon and
W B Horten

English Language and Literature: 

Slaughterhouse 5 – Kurt Vonnegut

Death of a Salesman – Arthur Miller

Catcher in the Rye – JD Salinger

The Bell Jar – Sylvia Plath

Captain Corelli’s Mandolin – Louis De Bernieres

Beloved – Toni Morrison



Death of a Naturalist – Seamus Heaney

The World’s Wife - Carol Ann Duffy

Talking Heads – Alan Bennett

The Bloody Chamber – Angela Carter

Life of Pi – Yann Martel

Great Expectations _ Charles Dickens

Trainspotting – Irvine Welsh

The Awakening - Kate Chopin

Notes from a Small Island – Bill Bryson

The Mother Tongue – Bill Bryson

The Cambridge Encyclopaedia of the English Language – David Crystal

The Oxford Companion to English literature – edited by Sir Paul Harvey

A Dictionary of Literary terms – Martin Gray

How to Write Better Essays – Bryan Greetham

Geography

Earth: An Intimate History - Richard Fortey
The Map that Changed the World - Simon Winchester Great Geological 
Controversies - A. Hallam
Geological Science – McLeish

Pole to Pole – Michael Palin

Notes from a Small Island – Bill Bryson

Human Planet – Sir David Attenborough

Frozen Planet - Sir David Attenborough

Geography: An Integrated Approach – David Waugh

Climate Wars – Gwynne Dyer

Fixing Climate – Wallace Broeker and Robert Kunzig



History and Government & Politics

Politics UK (7th edition) - Bill Jones and Philip Norton (2010)

Regeneration – Pat Barker

Gladstone and Disraeli – AH Abbott

Gladstone, Disraeli and Later Victorian Politics- Paul Adelman

The Cold War – John Lewis Gaddis

Political Ideologies - Philip Heywood.

The End of the Party - Andrew Rawnsley

Bleak House Or Nicholas Nickleby - Charles Dickens

Jane Eyre – Charlotte Bronte

Biographies and autobiographies – recent ones include Peter 
Mandleson and Tony Blair

Political diaries – by Margaret Thatcher, Alan Clark

Mathematics 

Cabinet of Mathematical Curiosities Ian Stewart 

Mathematical Carnival Martin Gardner 

How long is a piece of string? Rob  Eastaway  and  Jeremy
Wyndham 

Mathematical Gems I  II   and  III Ross Honsenberger 

1081 and all that; A journey into 
Mathematics 

David Acheson 

A Brief History of Infinity Paulo Zellini 

Code Breaking Rudolf Kippenhahn
Math Hysteria Ian Stewart



Media Studies

Key Theories in Media Studies – Dan Laughey

Digital Culture: understanding new Media – Glen Creeber and Royston 
Martin

The Media Student’s Book - Glen Creeber and Royston Martin

Key Concepts and Skills for Media Studies – James Baker

OCR Media textbook – Julian McDougall

 

MFL

Foreign Language Newspapers – Le Monde/Figaro in French and El 
Pais in Spanish. Books by French/Spanish writers and research the 
culture of French/Spanish speaking regions. 

www.frenchradiolondon.com

www.zut.org.uk

www.tv5.org

www.rtve.es

www.antenna3.com

www.newsinslowspanish.com

P & E

The Puzzle of God – Peter Vardy

The Puzzle of Evil – Peter Vardy

The Puzzle of Ethics – Peter Vardy

The Blind Watchmaker – Richard Dawkins

Philosophy and Religion – Cole

Questions about God - P J Clarke 



Psychology

Introducing Psychology: A Graphic Guide to your Mind and Behaviour - 
Nigel Benson

Freud for Beginners – Richard Appignanesi and Oscar Zarate

Psychology: A Very Short Introduction – Gillian Butler and Freda 
McManus

Psychology of Mind, Sciecne and Behaviour – R Gross

Mindwatching: Why We behave the Way We Do – HJ Eyenck and W 
Eyenck

The British Psychology Society 

Science

The Fontana History of Chemistry – W H Brock

The Origin of the Species – Charles Darwin

The Language of Genes – Matt Ridley

Bad Science – Ben  Goldacre

Prometheans in the lab – chemistry and the making of the modern world 
- Sharon Bertsch McGrayne

A Short History of Nearly Everything – Bill Bryson

Newton – Peter Ackroyd

The grand Design – Stephen Hawking and Leonard Miodinow

New Scientist

Physics World 

Chemistry World magazine

CGP guides in Biology, Chemistry, Physics



Sport

Exercise Physiology And Functional Anatomy – C Clegg 

Inside Sport Psychology – Costas Karageorghis and Peter Terry

The Anatomy of Sports Injuries – Brad Walker

The Sports Book: The Sports, The Rules, The Tactics and the 
Techniques – Ray Stubbs

Mechanics and Sports Performance – P Walder

Journal of Sports Science

Sports biographies and autobiographies

 


